




Lincoln the Legacy 
 

 
Activity #15  

  
Standard s 
Visual Arts:  Standard 4 

 
Intended Learning  
Have students recreate a piece of sculpture to represent a head piece of a president 
(Lincoln) or any other president. 

 
Materials and Resources  
 Use non-firing clay (DPS warehouse) 

Tools to use tongue depressors sticks, plastic forks and spoons to create texture for 
face and hair. 
Wax paper or plastic 
 

Anticipatory:  
Students discuss another form of Multiple Intelligences and are encouraged to explore this 
new one being presented. 
 
Activity Descrip tion  

1. Each student is given a block of clay to create head 
2. Place clay on a non-stick surface, use wax paper or plastic for each student 
3. Roll   clay into ball and form by pushing center head and leave to create a ball for 

head and long part for the neck of the president  
4. Create head and dry for one day 
5. Pass out watercolors or tempera paint (two sets of paint per 4 students at a table 
6. Let paint dry and spray with a fixative 
 

At this point, teacher should use digital camera to take a photo of the project s.  Each 
project will be posted on a class wiki site for parents to comment on.  Wiki can be 
easily created at www.pbwiki.com  
 
 
Closure:  

Students discuss who enjoys this form of activity compared to writing, acting or singing. 
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Resources 

 
 Copy of the following books 
 So You Want to be President 
 Various books- As many Lincoln/ President books assessable- use this website to find a list: 

http://www.ala.org/ala/ppo/testab/SSNBooksforyoungerreaders.doc 
Books for young readers on Abraham Lincoln 
 Lincoln, Slavery, and the Emancipation Proclamation (Civil War Library)by Carin T. Ford  
 Abraham Lincoln Great Speeches  
 Thank You Sarah; The Woman who Saved Thanksgiving 
 Various Books- about Thanksgiving 
 Biographies/autobiographies on famous Civil War characters 
 
 Templates  
 Newspaper article template 
 
 Direction sheets and worksheets 
 Compare and Contrast worksheet 
 KWL worksheet 
 Rubric 
 List of characters to select from 
 
 Teacher Materials  
 lesson plans 
 assorted crayons, markers, construction paper, glue, scissors, rulers 
 The movie Abe Lincoln in Illinois 
 Overhead markers 
 Transparency sheets 
 The Thanksgiving Proclamation of 1863 
 Lincoln’s Second Inaugural address 
 
 Technology Needs  
 Internet lab 
 classroom computer 
 availability of printer 
 Overhead 
 Television  
 VCR or DVD (depending on the form the movie is in) 
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KWHL  
 

 
K - Stands for helping students recall what they KNOW about the subject. 

W - Stands for helping students determine what they WANT to learn. 

H - Stands for HOW we can learn more (other sources where additional 
information on the topic can be found). 

L - Stands for helping students identify what they LEARN. 

 
KWHL Chart 
 
Before you begin your research, list details in the first three columns. Fill in the 
last column after completing your research. 
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By: 

 

The Truth about  
Abraham Lincoln 



 

__________
__________

________ 

Abe 
Lincoln 

Compare and Contrast with Abraham Lincoln and  
 

____________________ 
 



 
                                      Rubrics for Assessment  

  1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

   

Score 

Project  

 

The project was 
not complete.  

The project 
was complete 
but not well 
organized and 
lacked 
evidence of 
understanding 
the new 
information on 
Thanksgiving 
Proclamation 
of 1863 and the 
history of 
Thanksgiving.  

The project 
was well done 
and showed 
some 
understanding 
of the history 
of 
Thanksgiving, 
but showed 
little 
understanding 
of the 
Thanksgiving 
Proclamation 
of 1863. 

The project was 
well done, 
insightful and 
showed a clear 
understanding of 
the Thanksgiving 
Proclamation of 
1863, and the 
history of 
Thanksgiving. 

  

Discussion and 
KWL chart 

The student did 
not show 
interest or 
participate. 

The student 
showed some 
interest but did 
not participate. 
  

The student 
showed some 
interest and 
participated 
very little.   

The student was 
activity involved 
and interested 
throughout the 
discussion.  

  

  
  
 



The students will be assigned a person to research (there are enough characters for 20 
people, more may need to be added depending on the size of the class).  

•        Lincoln 
•        Frederic Douglas 
•        Seward 
•        Chase 
•        Bates 
•        Mary Lincoln 
•        Senator Clay 
•        Slave women 
•        General Ulysses Grant 
•        General Robert Lee 
•        Southern women 
•        Solider in the Union army 
•        Solider in the Confederate army 
•        Mill girl 
•        Quaker women 
•        Slave owner 
•        Senator Benton 
•        General McClellan 
•        Reporter 
•        Francis Seward 
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Credits and Supporting Websites 

 
Books: 

 So You Want to be President 
 Lincoln, Slavery, and the Emancipation Proclamation (Civil War Library)by Carin T. Ford 
 Abraham Lincoln Great Speeches  
 Thank You Sarah; The Woman who Saved Thanksgiving 

 
Reference Material: 

 Team of Rivals by Doris Goodwin 
 

Websites: 
 http://tribalpages.com/  

Build your own family tree. 
 http://home.att.net/~rjnorton/Lincoln77.html 

An easy-to-read overview of Lincoln’s life 
 http://712educators.about.com/gi/dynamic/offsite.htm?zi=1/XJ&sdn=712edu

cators&zu=http%3A%2F%2Fgi.grolier.com%2Fpresidents%2Fea%2Fbios%2F1
6plinc.html 
From Scholastic Magazine, get access to all the top presidential speeches 

 http://www.cybernation.com/lincoln/bio.php  
Another great biography (age appropriate) 

 http://www.nps.gov/archive/libo/home.htm 
From the National Park Service, a well-written, easy to follow site on Lincoln 

 http://library.marist.edu/diglib/polisci/americanpresidency/alincoln.html 
A comprehensive and well organized listing of websites on Lincoln 

 http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=940DE5DD1F3BF937A15752
C0A96E948260  
Book review on Lincoln:  A Photobiography 

 http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/aboutbiovideo.html  
Short videos on Lincoln (Real Player required) 

 http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/quotes.htm  
Famous quotes from Lincoln (and their sources) 
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READING AND WRITING 
 
• Standard 1: Students read and understand a variety of materials. In order to meet this 

Standard, students will 
o use comprehension strategies; 
o make connections between prior knowledge and what they need to know 

about a topic before reading about it; 
o use information from their reading to increase vocabulary and language usage.  

• Standard 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences. In order to 
meet this Standard, students will 

o expand vocabulary development using a variety of methods; 
o write and speak for a variety of purposes; 
o write and speak to peers, teachers, and the community; 
o plan, draft, revise, proofread, edit, and publish written communications; 
o prepare written and oral presentations using strategies; and 
o use the most appropriate method, handwriting or word processing, to produce 

a product that is legible. 
• Standard 3: Students write and speak using formal grammar, usage, sentence structure, 

punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. In order to meet this Standard, students will  
o recognize, understand, and use formal grammar in speaking and writing; 
o apply formal usage in speaking and writing; 
o use correct sentence structure in writing; 
o demonstrate correct punctuation, capitalization, and spelling; and 

• Standard 5: Students read to locate, select, evaluate, and make use of relevant information 
from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources. In order to meet this 
Standard, students will  

o select relevant material for reading, writing, and speaking purposes; 
o understand the structure, organization, and use of various media, reference, 

and technological sources as they select information for their reading, writing, 
and speaking purposes; 

o paraphrase, summarize, organize, evaluate, and synthesize information; 
o cite others’ ideas, images, or information from primary, print, and electronic 

resources; and 
o use information to produce a quality product in an appropriate format. 

 
HISTORY 
 
• Standard 1: Students understand the chronological organization of history and know how 

to organize events and people into major eras to identify and explain historical 
relationships. 

o Students know the general chronological order of events and people in history. 
o Students use chronology to organize historical events and people. 
o Students use chronology to examine and explain historical relationships. 
o Students use chronology to present historical events and people. 

• Standard 3: Students understand that societies are diverse and have changed over time.  
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o Students know how various societies have been affected by contacts and 
exchanges among diverse peoples. 

o Students understand the history of social organization in various societies. 
• Standard 6: Students know that religious and philosophical ideas have been powerful 

forces throughout history.  
o Students know the historical development of religions and philosophies. 
o Students know how societies have been affected by religions and 

philosophies. 
o Students know how various forms of expression reflect religious beliefs and 

philosophical ideas. 
• Standard 7: Students use appropriate technologies to obtain historical information; to 

study and/or model historical information and concepts; and to access, process, and 
communicate information related to the study of history.  

o Students use appropriate traditional and electronic technologies in a variety of 
formats (for example, textual, graphic, audio, video, multimedia) to extend 
and enhance learning of historical facts and concepts. 

o Students use appropriate technologies to access, process, and communicate 
information relevant to history. 

o Students use appropriate technologies to enable historical inquiry. 
 
VISUAL ARTS 
 
• Standard 4: Students relate the visual arts to various historical and cultural traditions. In 

order to meet this Standard, students will  
o research and create art inspired by historical ideas of diverse peoples. 
o identify works of art as belonging to various places. 
o evaluate, analyze, and interpret works of art contexts of history, culture, and 

piece. 
 
INFORMATION LITERACY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
• An Efficient Information & Technology User 

o Computer Operations, Electronic Tools, Terminology 
o Location Skills - Library and Internet 
o Online, Electronic, Print and AV Research Tools 
o Library Catalog (LION) & Dewey Decimal System 
o Keyboarding 

• A Responsible Citizen Copyright and Plagiarism 
o Bibliographic Information 
o Care of Books & Technology 
o Safety Issues in a Digital World 

• A Knowledge Constructor Research Process 
o Evaluation of Information 

• A Quality Producer Sharing of Information 
o Document Production – Word Processing 
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o Document Production – Spreadsheets 
o Document Production – Presentation Tools 
o Evaluation of Process and Product 

 
 




