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Unit Overview

Everyone loves Dr. Seuss and what’s not to love? This unit will take
students through three of the Doctor’s best-known stories with a focus on
using the language of the books to develop word-attack skills for early
emergent and emergent readers. Students will have an opportunity to use
programs such as KidPix (or TuxPaint), Kidspiration and Microsoft’s Photo Story
3. Children will also participate in activities from a variety of on-line resources

such as http://iknowthat.com, http://seussville.com, the NCTM website and

Google Earth. They will also read the recently published children’s biography of

the life of Dr. Seuss: The Boy on Fairfield Street by Katherine Krull and discuss

how the events of Theodore Geisel’s life had a powerful effect on the style of
his writing and illustration. The activities will allow students the opportunity to
integrate math and social studies with the content of the stories through the
use of data collection and organization, data representation and evaluation,
drawing conclusions, using diagrams to compare and contrast, map skills and
family study. Participants will develop technology skills such as navigating
within an age-appropriate program, Internet navigation, using drawing and text

tools and saving and printing files.
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Activity List

Intended Learning:

The learner will use text from Dr. Seuss books to reinforce phonics knowledge,

sentence structure and writing skills appropriate to early emergent and emergent readers.

The learners will enhance their content area learning by participating in mapping, graphing,

categorizing, data gathering and family studies.

Unit Activities:

- Read the Theodore Geisel biography: The Boy from Fairfield Street by Katherine

Krull.
Create class book about Dr. Seuss.

Mapping activity to compare Colorado and Massachusetts (birthplace of author)
and their relative locations within the United States.

- Optional map game activity at wwwiknowthat.com

Word work related to Fox in Socks with rhyming families “ox”, “ocks” and “icks” .

Participatory activity as the teacher reads Fox in Socks.

Optional activity to play Fox in Socks game at http://www.seussville.com.

Create a class graph to represent the numbers of rhyming words generated by

students for Fox in Socks using KidPix.

Read Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss
Review idea of rhyming words with pairs of word and create a web in Kidspiration.

Student survey: Will green eggs taste the same as yellow eggs? Predict, collect

data and represent results in pie graph form.
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Read Hop on Pop by Dr. Seuss.

Short vowel activity.

Compose a family tree using Kidpix.

Culmination: Create a two slide story in the style of Dr. Seuss using rhyming

words and digital photos in Microsoft’s Photo Story 3.
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Activity 1
Intended Learning:

Students will describe how the early life of Theodore Geisel affected his style as an
author and an illustrator.

Standards:
Reading 1, 2, 3, 4,7
ILT: 1, 2,3

Materials and Resources:
1. The Boy on Fairfield Street by Katherine Krull- biography of Dr. Seuss’s younger

years
(published by Random House, New York, N.Y.)

2. Hop on Pop by Dr. Seuss

3. Fox in Socks by Dr. Seuss

4. Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss

(all published by Random House as part of the Beginner Books series:
New York, N Y.)

5. Chart paper and marker

6. Template page for class book (see below)

Activity Description:

» Before reading, have a brief discussion with students about what they know of Dr.
Seuss’s works or his personal life. Use this time to emphasize the idea of Theodore Geisel
as a real person who worked as an author and an illustrator and that he later grew up to be
Dr. Seuss. Review what authors and illustrators do and point out that in Dr. Seuss’s work he
was usually both.

» Read the book The Boy From Fairfield Street by Katherine Krull in a group setting.

» Ask students to point out significant events in Dr. Seuss’s life, such as the fact
his father supervised a zoo or that he was often ostracized because of his German heritage
and ask them how that might affect the development of his writing. Students will probably
need a lot of teacher guidance in making connections to the writing with this part of the
lesson.

» Using chart paper, ask students to list things from the book that they remember




Learning Language with the Doctor (Seuss, | mean!)
Grades 1-2

about Theodore Geisel. You will need quite a few things on the list so they may
requiring prompting and reviewing parts of the book.
¢ For example:

-he liked to try on costumes

-he spent summers at the beach making sandcastles, digging for clams

and camping outside

-he loved parades

-he lived near a wonderful park that he played in all year long

-he loved to draw and his mother let him draw on the walls

-he loved to read the comics in the paper

_he had a three-legged dog

» Tell each student that he or she will be making a page for a class book about one
of the things Theodore Geisel did as a child that might have affected the kinds of books he
grew up to write. (see template below) Using the list, assign one item from the list to each
student. If the class is very large you might consider having children work on pages in
teams and assigning some students to do things like the cover, title page and comment
page as well. Each child will complete the sentence: When Dr. Seuss was a boy he (had a
three-legged dog). For second-grade students you might ask them to expand on the basic
idea with their own writing. Bind pages together in a class book and read at read-aloud.

» Before you conclude this lesson, show students the three books for the unit and
tell them that they will be using these texts to help develop reading strategies that they can
use any time they read. Allow time for students to discuss previous experience with
these texts they have had at home or in other classrooms in order to make personal
connections with the texts and be invested in the unit content.
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Template for book page below
Name
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When Dr. Seuss was a boy he
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Dr. Seuss
Activity 2

Intended Learning:

The student will locate Colorado and Massachusetts on a map. The student will
identify the four cardinal directions of a map, distinguish land from water and articulate the
understanding that Colorado and Massachusetts are distinct states in one country.

Standards:
Reading 7
Geography: 1, 2
ILT: 1,2,3

Materials and Resources:

. Individual paper copies of a U.S. map showing states (see links below)

. Colors, markers or colored pencils

Pictures of Colorado and Massachusetts landscapes, especially mountains, plains
and seashore (use the school librarian as a resource)

4. Access to a computer lab with Internet and projector

w N =

Activity Description:

Note: The scope of map skills that you want to touch on during this will of course
vary depending upon your grade level. You could extend the activity to be more difficult for
second grade students by adding discussion about borders, neighboring countries, naming
the surrounding oceans, land forms such as islands, peninsulas, etc.

»In the computer lab, go to:
http://www.iknowthat.com/com/L3?Area=L2_SocialStudies and select “Pushpin Games” and
then “Contiguous 48 States”. Using this online map, review with students that our country
is made up of a collection of fifty states and each one has an individual name. Point out that
this map only shows the 48 states that touch one another and eliminates Hawaii and
Alaska. Use the state dividing lines on the map to point out that these are arbitrary political
boundaries that we wouldn’t really see if we were driving or flying. Have students identify
which parts of the map represent land and water and review (or introduce) the four cardinal
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directions. Point out the coastlines and the Pacific and Atlantic oceans as well as the Gulf of
Mexico. Ask students if any of them have been to the ocean and what they remember about
the experience. Help individuals navigate to the same site (ideally it would be pre-loaded on
each machine) so that everybody is looking at the same map.

» Ask students to name our state and ask if someone can find it on the map. Ask if
someone remembers where Theodore Geisel was from and locate the state of
Massachusetts. Select the pushpin with the beach ball and drag it to Mass. Have students
use the availabe text boxes to type the name (maybe just the abbreviation!) and write
something very simple such as “you can play at the beach”. Repeat for Colorado using the
ski pushpin.

» Discuss with students the difference in the location and size of the two states and
the fact that Massachusetts is on the coastline while Colorado is landlocked. Have students
speculate what children might do for fun in a state with a coastline versus the special
geographic attribute that we have here in Colorado. This should be fairly simple for first
graders: beach vs. mountains; but second graders could be more detailed in the types of
activities; for example: skiing, hiking, snowboarding vs. surfing, sunbathing, building
sandcastles, etc. Use landscapes and other photos of Colorado and Massachusetts to
emphasize the geographic differences between the states and help children verbalize how
that might affect your everyday life. (The school librarian should be able to help the teacher
in locating some of the picture materials.)

» Give children a U.S. map and help them locate Colorado and Massachusetts and
color in each state. Color the coastlines blue to indicate water and make a compass rose.
Printable maps online are available from:
¢http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/

(This page includes good state maps as well as some other printables that might be good
for the higher-level skills.
¢http://eduplace.com/ss/maps/usa.html
(offers a variety of U. S. maps, including some that show state capitals and state abbrev.
¢ http://www.edhelperclipart.com/clipart/teachers/org-usa.pdf

(good U.S. map but states not labeled)
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Dr. Seuss
Activity 3

Intended Learning: Students will understand geographic differences between Colorado
and Massachusetts and represent these in the form of a Venn Diagram.

Standards:
Reading 1, 2, 7
Geography: 1, 2
ILT: 1,2,3

Materials and Resources:

1. Access to computer lab, projector and program Google Earth. Free download

from: http://earth.google.com/download-earth.html

2. Access to the program KidPix. If the school does not own KidPix, use free

drawing program TuxPaint downloaded from: http://www.tuxpaint.org/
Activity Description:

» Students go to Google Earth (or teacher can demonstrate with a projector) to look
at the physical geography of the two states. Discuss the physical features of the satellite
images and review again the differences in the geographies and how that might affect your
life in those states. Discuss also some similarities between the two states such as: they
both can get very cold, they are both not very big relative to many other states, etc.

» Open KidPix or TuxPaint and demonstrate how to set up the Venn format using
drawing and fill tools. Younger children especially may have trouble drawing the
overlapping circles. Review the concept of what goes in each section of the diagram and
work through one or two statements together having children type or letter stamp the ideas.
Tell children that it is acceptable to use phrases instead of complete sentences in this case
since we are creating a diagram and not a text document.

» Use the Venn diagram that students have drawn to compare and contrast Colorado
and Massachusetts. Print and share with group at a later time.
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Alternatively, printable Venn diagrams can be obtained at
http://eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/venn.pdf or you can have students draw their
own using KidPix tools if they are familiar with the drawing, text and fill tools of that
program. If the school does not own KidPix, consider downloading the free drawing
program TuxPaint at: http://www.tuxpaint.org/.

Example made in KidPix:

Venn diagram comparing two states

COLORADO MASSACHUSETTS

-HAS NO COASTLINE

“WHERE DR.SEUSS GREW UF

¥ -HAS MANY HIGH MOUNTAINS] :

t -HAS PENINSULAS AND ISLAND

¢ -VERY DRY CLIMATE WITH
LITTLE RAIN

© -HUMID AND RAINY CLIMATH

%, -WHERE | LIVE
2 -HAS MUCH COASTLINE
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Dr. Seuss
Activity 4

Intended Learning: Students will become familiar with rhyming word families using “ox”,
“ocks” and “icks” of the book Fox in Socks and use these rhymes to form new words.

Standards:
Reading 1, 2, 7
ILT: 1

Materials and Resources:
1. Fox in Socks by Dr. Seuss
2. Projector attached to teacher’s computer
3. Pre-made rime cards (see attached example)
4. Resource list of most common rhyme families in English:
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/rhymes/wordfamilies/

Activity Description:

» Using a text box created in Word, put up the rime “ox” on the teacher’s
computer desktop. Using a second text box, add an “f” to the beginning to make “fox” and
ask students what the word is. Practice breaking the new word into onset and rhyme,
meaning /f/ + /ox/ = fox. Repeat for “box” and “Knox”, explaining that this is the name of
a character in a story they will hear today. Give different students a chance to come up to
the computer and physically manipulate the text boxes into new words. Emphasize to
students that rhyming words have the same ending sounds and they need to pay attention
to the last part of the word when listening for rhyming sounds.

» Repeat activity for the rime “icks”: “chicks” and “bricks” and “tricks”.

» Repeat activity for the rime “ocks”: “socks”, “blocks”, “clocks” and “tocks”.

» Have students number off 1,2,3. Distribute pre-made rime cards: all the
number ones get the “ox” card, all the number twos get the “icks” card, etc. Tell children it
is important to remember their number as they will be forming these same groups in
Activity 6.

» Introduce the book Fox in Socks. Ask the group what two rhymes we see
already in the title (“ox” and “ocks”). Some students may notice that the ending sounds are
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the same but the spelling is different. This is a good time to point out that there may be
more than one way to spell words with the same sounds in English and that is something
they will learn about later.

» Explain that as you read the story you want students to hold up their cards as they
hear their sound mentioned. Read slowly so that students have time to listen for their
rime. For example: p. 5 text is: “Knox on fox in socks on box”. At “Knox” and “box”
students holding the “ox” card should have their cards up. At “socks” students with the
“ocks” card should have their cards up, etc. Advise student that there will be parts of the
book where they will not here any of these rhymes.

» After the reading is complete, conclude the lesson by saying a word from the story
to each child and asking him or her to give you a rhyming word. This can also be a way of
sending them back to their seats after participating in the group activity.

Example of rime cards:

ocks

icks
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Dr. Seuss
Activity 5

Intended Learning: Student will demonstrate understanding of the rhymes “icks”, “ocks”
and “ox” and be able to read short phrases created with words using these rhymes.

Standards:
Reading 1, 2, 3, 4,7
ILT: 1,2

Materials and Resources:
1. Access to a computer lab with Internet and projector.

Activity Description:

» Remind students that they have previously worked with these three rhymes when
they read the story Fox in Socks and that the reason we study rhyming word families is to
help us recognize and decode more new words when we are reading.

» In this activity students use words or short phrases from the lesson to match text
to an illustration from the story. This also requires understanding the distinction between
“in” and “on”, so ELL students may need extra attention. The teacher may want to spend a
few minutes working on the distinction between “in” and “on” using small objects in the
room. For example: The pencil is IN the desk. The pencil is ON the desk.

» Help students navigate to the site:
http://seussville.com/games/Ib_fox_in_socks_matching.html and demonstrate the game
with the whole class one time through, then allow students to work independently. The
teacher should be aware that it is easy to leave this game to navigate to other Seuss games
from this location so younger students may inadvertently wander into a different game.
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Dr. Seuss
Activity 6

Intended learning: Students will demonstrate understanding of the rhyming word
families studied in Fox in Socks.

Standards:
Reading 1, 2, 3, 4,7
ILT: 1, 2,3

Materials and Resources:

1. Chart paper and marker for each of three groups.

2. Three sets of manipulative letters, if available.

3. Access to a computer lab, projector and the program KidPix. If the school
does not own KidPix, the drawing program TuxPaint can be downloaded for
free from: http://www.tuxpaint.org/

4. Fox in Socks by Dr. Seuss.

Activity Description:

» Re-read Fox in Socks by Dr. Seuss in a group setting and remind students of the
rhymes they worked with previously (“ox”, “ocks”, “icks”). Ask students to re-group in the
three groups they worked in previously for Activity 4. If the three groups are too large to be
manageable the teacher may want to consider having more than one group for each of the

rhymes.

» Give each group a piece of chart paper and a marker. If you have enough
manipulative letters available, give a set to each group for those students that need to
actually move the letters to generate the words. Model the process of generating a list of
rhyming words using a rime from Fox in Socks that students have NOT done: for example:
“akes” would yield “lakes”, “makes”, “cakes”, “takes”, “bakes”, etc. Give each group ten
minutes to generate as many rhyming words as possible for a given rhyming chunk.
Depending upon the age of your students, it may be necessary to accept some “made-up”
words as long as they demonstrate understanding of the concept.

» Review each list with the whole class to see if any more examples can be

generated. Tally up and total the number of words generated by each group.
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The next portion of the lesson will be in the computer lab: The teacher will need
decide if he or she would like to demonstrate this lesson to students or have students
complete individual graphs.

» Using the program KidPix or TuxPaint and the data gathered in the classroom,
model for students how to use the drawing and letter- stamping tools in the program to
create a graph that represents the results of the word-generating activity. Following that,
work through the process of drawing the bar graph and using the letter stamps to create
individual graphs as well as showing students how to draw the bars.

See example below 0 SOUndS from Hop on Fbp
9
EXAMPLE: 3
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0 ........... e

Alternatively, there are printable versions of graph paper available:
http://eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/4column.pdf or
http://www.abcteach.com/free/g/graph1_10.pdf

» Conclude by discussing briefly the appearance of the graph and what the different
bar heights mean and how a graph format makes it easy to get information more quickly

and more clearly.

SAVE this graph for use in Activity 9.
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Activity 7
Intended Learning:

Students will demonstrate an understanding of how rhyming words are formed and
identified by matching rhyming pairs of words from Green Eggs and Ham .

Standards:
Reading 1, 2, 3
ILT: 1, 2,3

Materials and Resources:
1. Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss.
2. Access to a computer lab, projector and the program Kidspiration.
3. Optional: magnetic letters and board or letters for overhead projector

Activity Description:

» Before reading Green Eggs and Ham tell students that they are going to be
listening for rhyming families again. Refer back to the rime “ox” from Fox in Socks and tell
students that they will be hearing this rhyming family again. You may want to take time at
this point to repeat the exercise of using text boxes in Word on the teacher’s computer to
review onset and rime with vocabulary from Fox in Socks OR you may wish to do it with
some of the words from Green Eggs and Ham.

» As you read to the group stop and allow time for students to identify rhyming sets
of words.

¢ All of the following rhyming pairs are found in Green Eggs and Ham: car-are
house-mouse ham-am box-fox goat-boat train-rain may-say
there-anywhere

¢ This set is also in the book:

see-tree-be (if students notice the difference in spelling explain that in English the same
sound is sometimes spelled with different letters)

» After the reading, put students in teams of two and assign each team a rhyming
family such as house-mouse. It may be necessary for more than one team to have the same
rhyming family. Have each team take ten minutes to generate and record all the rhyming
words they can for a family; for example: house, mouse, blouse, louse, etc.
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» Using the program Kidspiration, have students work in the same teams to use the
webbing tool to create a web of rhyming words for the rime they started with. The rime
should be in the center of the web with extensions containing the rhyming word. Students
can also use the picture library of the program to illustrate words if there is an appropriate
graphic available.

» Print out student work and mount around the classroom as a reference tool. Have
students that are willing share and explain their web.

Example created in Kidspiration:
Denver Public Schools has a district-wide license for Kidspiration. If not already in your
building, ask your School Technology Representative to load it for your.

Alternatively, a printable version of a web form is available at:
http://eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/pdf/cluster_web3.pdf .
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